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China SignPost™ “Greatest Hits” #4: Macro and Strategic Assessments
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China SignPost™ anchors its China macroeconomic research with a tight focus on the
sustainability of Chinese economic growth. The country’s comprehensive national
power is ultimately predicated on having an economy robust enough to support
spending priorities necessary for overall development. Unfortunately for Beijing, China
is already experiencing an “S-curved” growth slowdown, both economically and more
broadly. A growing array of structural factors such as pollution and chronic disease (e.g.,
diabetes) are beginning to pull China onto a slower growth curve, a concept introduced
in an innovative and novel way by China SignPost™. Our readers enjoyed our
groundbreaking research on China’s movement into an “S-Curved” path of slower
economic growth more than 12 months before our competition began publishing on the
subject.

Gabe Collins and Andrew Erickson, “Internal Challenge: China’s Diabetes

Epidemic Highlights How Rising Healthcare Costs Could Constrain
Economic Growth and Military Spending,” China SignPost™ (;RIZ2 & &)
36 (31 May 2011).

Gabe Collins and Andrew Erickson, “China’s S-Curve Trajectory:
Structural Factors Will Likely Slow the Growth of China’s Economy and
Comprehensive National Power,” China SignPost™ (RIZRHE) 44 (15
August 2011).

These reports offer a powerful but nuanced argument: China isn’t about to collapse by
any means, but its growth rate is already slowing down—with major consequences.
Three days after the release of China SignPost’s S-Curve report, Jennifer Richmond,
STRATFOR’s Vice President of International Projects reportedly forwarded it to analysts

at STRATFOR. The analysis was widely praised by other experts, including by Thomas

P.M. Barnett: “it is worth revisiting an excellent blog post from August by China
Signpost’s Gabe Collins and Andrew Erickson entitled, ‘China’s S-Curve Trajectory,’
which argues that structural factors are likely to slow the growth of China’s economy

nm

and its ‘comprehensive national power.”” The Council on Foreign Relations deemed a

September 2011 summary of our findings a “Must Read,” as one “of the best online

analyses and inquiries on foreign policy.” China SignPost’s S-Curve concept has since
received attention from U.S. government analysts and been employed widely in the
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http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/China-SignPost_36_China%E2%80%99s-Diabetes-Epidemic-Highlights-How-Rising-Healthcare-Costs-Could-Constrain-Economic-Growth-and-Military-Spending_201105312.pdf
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/China-SignPost_36_China%E2%80%99s-Diabetes-Epidemic-Highlights-How-Rising-Healthcare-Costs-Could-Constrain-Economic-Growth-and-Military-Spending_201105312.pdf
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/China-SignPost_36_China%E2%80%99s-Diabetes-Epidemic-Highlights-How-Rising-Healthcare-Costs-Could-Constrain-Economic-Growth-and-Military-Spending_201105312.pdf
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/China-SignPost_44_S-Curves_Slowing-Chinese-Econ-Natl-Power-Growth_20110815.pdf
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/China-SignPost_44_S-Curves_Slowing-Chinese-Econ-Natl-Power-Growth_20110815.pdf
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/China-SignPost_44_S-Curves_Slowing-Chinese-Econ-Natl-Power-Growth_20110815.pdf
https://wikileaks.org/gifiles/docs/108754_fw-china-s-s-curve-trajectory-structural-factors-will-likely.html
https://wikileaks.org/gifiles/docs/108754_fw-china-s-s-curve-trajectory-structural-factors-will-likely.html
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/10977/the-new-rules-worried-by-chinas-rise-watch-out-for-its-decline
http://thediplomat.com/2011/09/06/chinas-s-shaped-threat/
http://www.cfr.org/china/diplomat-chinas-s-shaped-threat/p25804
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investment research community. It has now achieved the status of conventional

wisdom.

In building a larger analytical portfolio, China SignPost™ strives to tie our broad macro
research to specific areas of impact, in order to help integrate our products with one
another and better deliver concise and value-added insights to busy readers. For
instance, we followed our S-Curve research with a detailed examination of how China’s
evolving economic situation may affect the country’s military spending—a core driver of
comprehensive national power and international influence.

Andrew Erickson and Gabe Collins, “China’s Economic Environment:
Implications for Military Development,” China SignPost™ (RZXH1[E) 56
(14 March 2012).

Finally, China SignPost economic research also strives to develop interesting and
effective benchmarks to measure specific sets of economic activity that are barometers
for national and local-level economic health. In January 2012, China SignPost™ gained a
jump on its competitors by using earthmover sales to gauge economic growth in a way
less subject to official massaging of statistical data. Within 10 days, the Financial Times

picked up the indicator and featured it in a “beyondbrics” blog entry.

Gabe Collins and Andrew Erickson, “Digging In: Earthmover Sales Reflect
Risks to China’s Economic Growth,” China SignPost™ (A2 [E) 52 (17
January 2012).

To keep the scale of Chinese growth in perspective, China SignPost has also offered
handy comparisons of how the economic statistics of Chinese municipalities, provinces,
and other regions compare with their American and international counterparts.

Gabe Collins and Andrew Erickson, “How Do the Economic Outputs of

China’s 8 Most Productive Cities Compare to Those of U.S. Cities?”
China SignPost™ (;RZEHh[E) 41 (29 July 2011).

As we follow China and its many associated metrics into 2014, we’ll continue to
combine a broad macro outlook with tight linkages to the specific areas that matter
most. We believe strongly that this combination of breadth and depth offers unique
value, particularly in this period of growing uncertainty for the most dynamic power in
the international system today.
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https://www.williamblairfunds.com/resources/docs/Fund-Literature/White-Papers/China_in_2012.pdf
http://nationalinterest.org/article/china-superpower-or-superbust-9269
http://nationalinterest.org/article/china-superpower-or-superbust-9269
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/China-SignPost_56_Strategic-Horizon_1B_Fiscal-Environment_20120314.pdf
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/China-SignPost_56_Strategic-Horizon_1B_Fiscal-Environment_20120314.pdf
http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2012/01/27/china-earthmoving-landing/#axzz2oJB0uQrj
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/China-SignPost-52_Digging-in_Earthmover-sales-as-barometer-of-economic-conditions_201201171.pdf
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/China-SignPost-52_Digging-in_Earthmover-sales-as-barometer-of-economic-conditions_201201171.pdf
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/China-SignPost_41_China-US-City-Economic-Output-Comparisons_201107291.pdf
http://www.chinasignpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/China-SignPost_41_China-US-City-Economic-Output-Comparisons_201107291.pdf
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China SignPost™ aims to provide high-quality China analysis and policy
recommendations in a concise, accessible form for people whose lives are being affected
profoundly by China’s political, economic, and security development. We believe that by
presenting practical, apolitical China insights we can help citizens around the world form
holistic views that are based on facts, rather than political rhetoric driven by vested
interests. We aim to foster better understanding of key internal developments in China,
with particular focus on natural resource, technology, industry, and trade issues.

China SignPost™ jlil %< [F founders Dr. Andrew Erickson and Mr. Gabe Collins have
more than a decade of combined government, academic, and private sector experience
in Mandarin Chinese language-based research and analysis of China. Dr. Erickson is an
Associate Professor at the U.S. Naval War College’s China Maritime Studies Institute
(CMSI) and an Associate in Research at Harvard’s John King Fairbank Center for Chinese
Studies. Mr. Collins is a J.D. candidate at the University of Michigan Law School. His
research focuses on commodity, security, and rule of law issues in China, Russia, and
Latin America.

The positions expressed here are the authors’ personal views. They do not represent the
policies or estimates of the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Government, or any other organization.
The authors have published widely on maritime, energy, and security issues relevant to
China. An archive of their work is available at www.chinasignpost.com.
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